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N0 USE FOR THE CHAPERON

The Amorican Girl Noods No Buch Append-
age to Kesp Her Reapactable.

THAT’S WHAT ELLA WHEELER WILCOX SAYS

Forelgners Do Not Understand the Amerienan
Iden of Chaperons The VYenvrabla
Problem of Matrimony < Femlning
Foetn and Fanclew.

—

To the forelgner our American ehaperon
munt be o droll stady. Indecd I hnve heard
many A curjous eomment passod upon her
by fordign men who wors visiting here,
Thoy come to Amerlien with the fdea that
our girls nro absolutely dnrestrictod in thelr

frondom, Wihen they discover that the
chaporoning system has Lasn in wigurated
atnong un, they are surprized, soys Ella

Whealer Wilcox In the Brouklyn Times, but

thelr surprise changes to amusement ns
they observe the Ameriean adaptation of
n forelgn patent, And we eunnot ba an-
gry with them, for the methuds of the
Amerlean chaperon are ndesd amusing

In the old world the vigorpus vigilanods

which wmurrounds the young glrl rendors n
tete-a<tote with an sdmirer an I porsibitity,
The young girl who ghonld scheme to obiiin
it wonld be lpoked upon with suspléfon If
not as alwolutely diggraced The man who
sliould atempt to wee her alone would be of-

fering an Insult, An Engliahman sald to
me: I way botrothed to my wife (who woan
my Gousin) threa years. During that time
I noever saw lor alone a single hour E A |
oblalned flve or ten minutes—asometimas by
the tompornry abeence of her family from
the room during my visite—Ii felt trans-

ported to heaven,'
A Frenchman, who has the entry to the
madil

most  exclusive [amilies In America,

to me: “1 shall never get accustomed to
the freedom of the Amerloan girl, 10 saw
two young ladles of culture and refine-

ment yesterday center o restaurant together
and order lnneh. It was n very quiet nnd
eplegant resthurant, to be sure, but It ntruck
mo na & vemarkable freedom of conduot,
Another voung lady belonging to a fashton-
able tamily tells me she has done the same
thing «quite walone, when caught down
ntreot by the tide of shopping at lunch hour,
1 hear these young ladies speak of chap-
erons, but | do not understand the Ameri-
can Idea of chaperons. Some excellent
young ladies 1 know, who belong to re-
spectible and cultivated thouih not fashion-
able familles, went off with a party of
young people of both sexes to witness i na-
val parade of some wort In the harbor
one morning, It shocked me. Young ladies
ecould do no such thing In France and re-
. main respectable’”

“That s whore the American girl has the
advantage,” 1 sald; “She does not need a
chaperon to keep her respectable.  She s
“born and bred with the lden thit she can
keop herself so,'”

“Yot | hear you Americans talk of the
c¢haperon,” he said. “In what cases is she
supposed to be necessary and what are her
dutten?”

“The Ameriean chaperon Is o compara-
tively new institution,” I replied. A feow
of our most wealthy and fashlonable fami-
Hes ndopted the ldea a good many years ago,
but the general publie has been slow In ac-
eepting It. The different grades and circles
of soclety have all beon more or less inocu-
lated, but the virus has not always worked,
What {8 considered soclety proper (or Im-
proper) is composed of a handful of people
In each Inrge city, But beyond, about and
above this handful of purely fashionable
belngs are clrcles within clreles composed
of eultivated, Intellectual and reflned people,
many of them possessed of wealth, others
who are among the world's tollers.

The advent of women into all professions
wand arts has. established n soclety which 1s
distinct In itself. It would be fmpossible and
absurd to Insist upon o chaperon for all the
oultlvated, charming young women who are
engaged In artistie pursuits, for instance, or
in journallsm in New York City. As a result,
the even semi-fashionable girl, who has n
home and no occupation save to be protly
and amuse herself, does not go out evenings
save in the company of a chaperon. She

about by daylight quite Independently,
ﬁl:.nfter fi o'clock parent or chaperon must
iter Into her plans for pleasure,

Thia rule, however, it Is utterly Impossi-
for the army of gifted young women to
ow who are pursuing careers of varlous

Inds. They cbnsider the thewter, the con-
cert and the opern & part of theler education.
They are glad to accept the invitation of a
young gentleman whom they respect to en-
joy these pleasures, and they have no fear
of loslng his respect or thelr reputation by
belng seen In publle with a gentleman and
no chaperon. In foreign lands they would
be under susplclon, but not here, where
thelr numbera alone wonld  establish the
respectabllity of the custom, and, after all,
the freedom of the fashlonnble girl with the
chaperon I8 always as great as that which
the Independent young artist enjoys, For
1 repeat the assortion that the Amerlean
chaperon I8 a huge joke. She roemembers
her own free girlhood, and she glves the
young people under her oharge a wide Iat-
ftude. Any amount of mischief ecan be
plotted In her presence, i the young people

are mischlevously Inclined, .and she will
noavep prevent fts executlon, Were all the
tragedies which have taken place In the

Hves of fashionable girls suddenly to be
oxposad to the world, I fear the name of
chaperon would be held henceforth In less
reapect, Not that she <contenances evil
doing, but that she Is small protection
aguinst it.

It 18 a curions fact that o libertine takes
greater pride in the contedt of chaperoned
virtue than in tho subjugation of the un-
protectoed,

The warlike tendenecy Intent In every man
18 aroussd by restrictions, There is less
chivalry shown by men toward the unpro-
tected woman today than ffteen or twenty
yours ngo.

In time, perhapa, if the vigilance of the
AUl WOl An0 ‘ERENAIDU] W asw SAupuogadngs
learn to think It the correct thing to speak
to any woman who appears upon our gtrects
In the daytime uwnaccompanled by a pro-
tector, as the men of many forelgn clties do
It Is the history of the world, that where
women are most surrounded by restriotions
the men are most lacking In  respectable
trontment of them; where women are imost
at liberty men display the most esteem for
them.

Are proposals premoditated o ret? Do
men make up their minds 1o Marry, or do
they drift Into marriage, 30 (o speak? Does
propinquity or opportunity lLring asbtout o
greater number of proposals then does nctunl
Intention? This I8 a problem that greatly
perplexes mothers with waar ing cable duugh-
ters and they are at a leas o understand
why It 18 that thelr danghters' sdutlrers do
not develop into sultors, wa a a wreiter in the
San Francisco Argonaut, The giels are
pretty well dressed and of ages ranging from
18 to 28, and they experisnge po Ilnok of
sttentlon from the men of thair different
sets, men who ride, Janee soal play tennis
with them, and with whom they are on the
best of terms.

Mothers, looking back to thelr own girl-
hood, are dismayed at the difference be-
tween the past and the present, and each
mitron remoembers thut she was wooed i
won within, say, & fow weok of a first moeet
Ing, whereas her daughtors are st unsought
after monthas -of constant companionship.
Is It that in former days mwen were lmpul-
slve as well as Impressionabile, anid that in
these days they are lmpressionable, but not
Impulsive? Or la It that the comradeship
that ia now ostablished betweon young men
and girls robs the situation of every shiadow
of romance, while this footing of frank
triendahlp Induces girla to masuine a sort of
beusgue, self-rollant, Independent boaring,
the roverse of sentimental and confding?
This may account In somne meaiure for the
position that girls occupy toward men, but
hardly suillolantly so Lo be the only cause
for the gravity of the situation. Awnyhow,

« it I8 humillating to thelr powera of atirac-
tion to find that, after months of pleasant
“moelu) Intipacies, the most valued aoguaint-
wnces cool off.

Many proposals are the result of clrewm-

_mtances and- fare aurprising allke to both
aldes, Thex Wers not, nor are, cach other's
tdeals, Lut they drifted together, neverthe-
Jess it hose propasals cannot be called pre-
wmeditated; they comie aboul from the force of

—

ovontn, which often brings togother the most
unlikely people,

Older mon, over B0, maks distinetly pre.
meditated proposals to women of u certain
age, In whom thay hope ta find conganinl
eompanionship, and women with monéy are
ofton found willing to exchange apinsterbood
for wifehood unider sach econditions, viz,,
suftubility of age and position,

AR the matter standa, it asoms pretty evil-
dent that as many promeditated as unpro-
meditated propossiy  are made—only that
there are so few when all Is told, [t is that
the good followship that now exinta botween
the sexen aots ak a barrier (o any tenderer
sontiment, Jolned to the extravigance of tho
age and the self-indulgence which Is so
oharactoristic of both men and girls? Or,
in It that the number of marriageable girls
offers such a wide cholee to men in genoral
that an impression ls efaced almont as gooh
an it Ia mnde?

Living In the mountalng of this country In
n family which has a singuiar history in a
mutrimoninl way, writes a Murfrecsbora eor-
respondent of the Phlladelphin Times, The
Mmther ownd a Netle farm and four daightors,
or 41d own the Iatter, A man numed
Phillips about fifteen years ago married the
elilest of thess daughtors and after a fow
yoars of married life the July ran away
with tha hushand's saworn enomy. He pro-
aured a divoree from her and woosd the
socond alster and took her home, but the
next doy Jhe woman thrned up at home nnd
sitld she woaldn't Nive with Philllps, and
aftor n time suedeoded In gotting legally
free from him

Then the third sister, undaunted by what
hod gone before, morried the husband of
her two sisters Sgon after thin the fel-
low was sant to Tlu-‘pt\nlh-nll:xr}' for an of-
fense that kept him there (hreo years, and
whon he ennie out he found that hils wife's
flokle fancy had stenyed wihlle he was ab
gont and fixall ftself upon a nelahbor, John
Cillnhan, By law she wns entitled to n divorce

from her husband, as he wasn o convicted
felon, wo getting 1t she married ler lover,

In the meantime the first wife had found
that the man with whom she hod eloped

would not marry her after Phillips hnd di-

varced her and returped bome. Then Mrs,
Callabhnn wandered back to her father, for
hosband No, 2 would not siapport her. Bo

In this way the old man had onte more his
four daustiters on his hands, and Phillips
was still froe,

The youngest danghter was now about 18,
and she almost fell a vietim to the faseina-
tion the ‘man Phillips appears to have ex-
ertod over them all ot frst, and beroming
Infatuntod with him  consented to  marry
him. Phillips went ta the father for the
foumh time to ask for a daughter's hand
and was told that he might have her on
condition that he Kept her

Phillipn promised, and the efremony was
to take place the following night, when the
ex-wives, prowing jealous, armed Lhemselves
and swore that the marriage should never
take plave, 8o Phillips rode to town and
sawore out o warrant ngainst the sisters, tell-
Ing of their threats. The women were sworn
then o keop the peance, but Phillips thought
It prudent, however, to run awny with his
bride to Kentucky and marry ler there. This
time his venture seems to have ‘terminated
happlly, for he has three children and s
prospering.

I've kept a aharp eye cn the young women
in domestic servies over here, hoaving a fel-
low-fecling for them, as you can vell under-
atand, madam, and slnce 1 have baen in the
eotintry I've watched the poor follts and seen
how they live, and it's Just as plain to me as
ecan be that the young women slo are molds
and waltresses over here are ihe xind who
wounld have tried to be shop 3 ris and dress-
making and even =chool teackes in
Amerien, and many of fthe seoryvants we
have would be working in the elds if they
lived over here, writes ‘Pomona’” under the
gulding hand  of Frank R. Stock-
tan  in  the February Ladies' HHome
Journal, The fact is the Bnglish people don't
go to other countries (p get thelr servants,
Thelr way Is like a factory consuming its
own smoke. The surplug young women, and
there must always be a lot of them, are
used up in domestic nerviee,

Now If an Amerlean poor girl is good
enough to be a first class servant she wants
to be something else, Sooner than go out
to service she will work twice as hard In a
shop, - or even go into a factory,

1 have talked a good deal about this to
June, and he sald I'm geting to ba a phil-
osopher, but [ don’t think it takes much
philogophizing to find out how this ease
stunds. If house sorvice could be looked
upon in the proper way It wouldn't take
long for American girvls who have to work
for their llving to find out that it's a lot
better to lilve with nlee  people, and
cook nand wailt on the table and do all
those things which come natural to women
the world over, than to stand all day bohind
a counter under the thumb of a floorwalker
or grind out thelr lives Hke slives among a
lot of steam engines and machinery. The
only reason the English have better house
servats than we have |s that here any girl
who has to work I1s willing to be a house
seryvants than we bhave is that here any girl
are, Loo,

It I8 proper, after & removal from one part
of town to another, to send cards to one's
friends with the new addresa thereon. As-
suming always thut the new ecomers are de-
sirable people to know the duty of the first
call devolves upon the older resldents of
the neiphborhood, and a fallure to show this
courtesy where it Is due is not only careless
but unpardonable, and a frsl call should be
returned In person and within a weelt of
the receipt of the courtesy.

Where o gentleman has been properly In-
vited to call upon a ludy, or If through the
offlces of u mutual friend he is the bearer
of an introductory letter, he must
within a reasonable timp—a week or loss—
and this call, at least, must be of the most
formal nature. The same riule applies with
regard to the aocknowlodgement of the obli-
gatlon Incurred by the acceptance of an in-
vitution to a dinner party or similar affalr,
the call must be made scon after and in
parson.,

After a marrlage has taken place or an
ongagement announced In a famlly of your
noquidlntanes, or whore a friend has re-
turngd from a prolonged nbsence, . the obll-
gntlon to eall Is Imperative,

The whole system of this phase of soclial
ohligation turns upon expedlency, and, ;| while
the foregoing rules of observanee may well
e ropnrded as atrictly correct In all that they
cover, thore must be a certidn freedom of
aoetion allowed to Individual gequalntances
regarding vislts of eondolence, congratula-
ton or matters of common interest, Re-
member that “not at home"™ Is lmiperative
oven feom' your deprest friend, and do not
geek to prove the truth or fulsity of it, You
have often encaped a bad guarter of an hour
by this convenlent devieo of society, and
yvou ghould be as ready to accept such excusoe
without guestion as you have heen on occa-
sion to make It,

To the ardinary mind it looks deoldedly
ke nsaniting o woman to kiss her against
her will, a faet which the English lnw very
properly recogunizes.  The consensus of feml-
nine oplofon wonld bo thiat such an act is far
mors offensive than & blow, but Dutch law
looks wt the matter In an opposite light,
According to the London Dally News the
Dutel court of appeils hoan declided that to
Kigs a person cannot bo offensive, as it 1s in
the nature of a warm murk of sympathy,
S0 the man who exhiblted this extraordinary
“mark of sympathy'" to & stranger in the
atreets of Utrocht has escaped without puns
Ishmant.

When 1T next go w Holland I shall not
want to he sympathized with in this manner,
but after sweh a judgment I weems that
every woman will have to be prepared to re-
wivtk unweleome and unexpected osculatory
attacks, soys an English writer, What
would the grave and reverwnd signors of
Holland suy if n male cscort falled to ap-
preciate  sieh  sympathetic attentions and
knocked the ofender down?  Verlly, sym-
Mty may take strange gulses, and none
sranger than this Proserve me, 1 pray,
from theso Duteh sympathizers.,

In Oermavy, the land of soholars and
thinkers, notwithstanding the liberal ohar-
acter of polities which is every day making
Itsolf more apparent, there |8 8 general an-
tugonism to the higher education of women.
The radical Gorman ls conservative to the
backbone in what he sarcasticslly calls the
"emancipation of women." [If the subjeot
fs broached it Is met with a jocular reply
and the usial commonpiaces, says the New

York Sun. The average Cerman thinks
that the terim  “woman' and “wite"
mhould bao BYRORY ous with “hon-
li'l‘lli wile," und that the wile'n
i ¥

uhioulid be to provide for the anlmal
comlurts of the household, Although the
mevement commenced tweniy-elght years
age with the foundation of an awsoclation for

do so’
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Terman women HNitle or no progress has
boen made. The German Univeralty admits
womoen as students, and thoss who wish to
continue thelr education In such mubjects as
the university pravides Nhave to soek ad-
vanced [natruction In other eountries. Many
potitlions hnve been presonted both to the
Imperinl THet and to the Diets of tha vari-
one wiaten for permission for women to be
nllowed ta take up the study of medicine,
but without success, The General Mel says
It in & mubject for the government of the dif-
ferant states, and Lthe separate governmaonts
My they can do nothing without the [m-
poerial Diot, A fow women have been ridoelved
ns assistants In the postoflics, and women
are allowed to practice ns doctors of a
necond olnes, though they mre not acknowl-
oged by the state, and eannot ba Introsted
with any official duty. These medieal
women have no opportunity of aequiring a
complete edupcation, and they stand in a
vary Inferior sociul position. There (s, How-
ever, In Berlin a hospital for the diseades of
women under the control of wWomen dootors,
Two womon soclalint orators  were sen-
tenced  recently in Vienna for speaking
alightingly of the archdukes and of the
leginlative asmombly. It Is interesting to
read of the nature of the offenses of these
Iwo young and very prefty womaen who
#peak In the open sir to the people, One
of them, Frauleln Glass, according to the
Vienna correspondent, “conslders no sub-
Juct too tough”'—politica and politieal econ-
omy, thg elucation of women, the army
exponsos, the liberal leaders and the pros-
ident of the oabinet. That corrospondont
aught to take n course nt one of onr woman's
¢lnbs and seo how lightly they play battle-
bt nnd shntilecnok wiih T e
that the Austrians call “tough.' The other
pretty anarchist, Amelin - Ritn, la younger
still, not much past 17, and by her firmnesa
cavged 600 faetory girls to strike for six
weekn, by whileh means they abtained gomo-
what more humane treatment than twelve
hours work a day at 8 shillings a weoek,
She In seomingly wso  fillled with hatred
ngainst overy moan and woman better off
than herself that she apparently could go
on talking agninst them for hours and very
much to the polnt.

those

The practical ability of women In benevo-
lent workk has been recontly Illustrated ot
Chilengo, where, while the “good eitizens’
sommittes’ dld nothing but plan and talk,
Mra. Mary Albrens, president of the Cook
County Suffrage association, pald the rent
out of her own pocket of two stores on
Wabash avenue and elreulated requests for
supplies, The people who were walting
until the red tape should be sufficlently un-
wound for their gifts to reach the noeedy,
resporded fresly, and 25,000 men have boen
housed and fed. The Grand Army of the
Hepublie ladles hove a free soup kitchen
at 668 Pacifie avenus, where thousands are
fed daily. The Hebrew Ladies charitable
nogletien have another. The Catholle La-
dies Al soclety is dolng practieal work.
The Clhicago Womuan's club Is dolng a
great deal of work . And all thig while the
varfons cltizens committees were organjz-
Ing and planning and fguring how much
money would be neesdod,

Fushlon Notes,

Handsome Jet, like real lace
fur, has nn ablding vogue,

A big chou of black velvet on a round tur-
ban has a white algrette planted In the
middle,

Tiny rosettes of pilece velvet are made
useful in  various ways, Some have the
vielvet edged with narrow lace.

The balloon sleove is being displaced by
the full chatelaine puffs, which are unlined
and drooping, and extremely full,

Point de Venise lace in five, seven and
nine-inch widths will be used for Recamier
frills on corsapes rounded on the neck for
sleove epaulettes, berthas and gathered
basques,

It bonnets are to be de rigueur, then vells
come Into peculiar prominence. A hat may
be Independent of a vell ,a bonnet hardly so.

Daggers for the hair are again in fashion,
these in gold, aluminium in flligree, sllver,
paste and amber and eellulold in comblna-
tion.

Both modistes and milliners have com-
bined In great eardest for ribbon trimmings
for the decoration of thelr gowns and mlil-
linery for the spring seasom

The neat, lady-like French toque bordered
with fur has appeared en suite with very
many of the handsome street and church
costumes worn this winter,

Lace insertions with tiny edges of lace on
each side are vsed with a lavish hand in
decorating evening bodices and for covering
the seams of gored skirts,

A new beautiful watered silk shows a
chine ground of shadowy pinkish mother of
pearl, with pompadour flgures of shaded pink
roses and shaded green leaves.

Nuckles, with long, oddly shaped jewelled
pins, cabochons, twisted gold ornanments
with glmps to mateh, will be greatly used
in handsome millinery next season.

City modistes especinlly favor magenta
among their exclusive ecreations; inded, in
some shops the color Is nlmost ubiguitous in
spite of its pronounced dowdy ugliness.

The pleture gown I8 much affected at pres-
ent by yvoung women who *adore Art,” this
latter word spelled with a capital A. Old
plotures are studied, and the modern dress-
mnker, who Is nearly always a pardon of ex-
tremely conventional [deas, finds her not
always rose strewn path invested with new
thorns, The modern young woman 8 not
always as plcturesque in her frock as the
beanuty from whom she copled her garb, and
the result Isn't always what her fanoy
painted  it, but the westhetle desire  for
something different from other people must
be gratified.

and sable

Femipnine Notes,

At Lhe University of Derne there are
women  students of almost every natlon-
ality. '

Mrs. Ormlaton Chant declares that the
good humor of the American women under
Wil elrcumstances 8 unsurpasacd,

Yris shop girls got commlisslons on the
siles made by them, ns well as their salaries,
Wages range from $5 to $) n week.

Ladly Constonee Lytton says that women
have no code of honor, Sir Andrew Clark
thought women had no sense of Justice.

The first woman to be elected to 4 mayor-
alty under the British flag is o Mrs. Yates,
who has recently become mayor of COne-
hunga, New Zealand.

It seoms that Miss 8parrow, a London jour-
nalist, took It into her head to sweep a cros-
Hing, just to see what it was lHke. It was
Lady Georglonan Fullerton who onee per-
formed the same act, In order to allow the
reguiar sweoper (o attend mass,

Mrs. Flora Kimball selected the trees and
tsuperintended  the planting of them on
reven miles of streets of Natlonal City, Cal.
She was requested to undertake the work
by the supervisor, who deemed her the most
competent person for the place.

The Century club of Joplin, Mo., has, on
the surface, no connection with marriage or
Interest in any such frivolities. It was or-
ganlged three years ago by women who
hungered for “serfous study.'” Three short
years hoave passed, and out of the club's
wmill membershlp seven have married and
three more are engagoed,

That falthful royal widow, Victoria of
England, always wears on one plump If
wrinkled wrist a bracelet, In which s a
minlature of her departed husband., On the
other wrist sho wears as constantly a brace-
let with the miolature of her latest great-
grandehild, The relgn of each baby Ia
brief, there are so many of them,

Mra. Robert Louls Stevenson, the wife of
the author, s gifted with an imagination
and bas already won encomimms for the clever
wtories pnd sketches which she has contrib-
uted to various perfodicals, She is sald to
be charming in manner, I8 a brunetie, and
his large dark, expressive oyes, Blio says
she writes only when she wints money to

spond foolluhly, and Is especially fond of
her Bamoan flower gardon.
Mrs, Ellzaboth Custér Is an accom-

plished bililard player, She aequired her
nkill at the game durlng her long realdance
bt military stutlons In tho west, It In
raro to find n woman who Is an adept at
billiards, and yet there are few more
graceful games and few in which the dol-
loate accuracy of touch, which Is a feml-
nine charpcteristlio, 8 oftener called into
rusuisition

The only woman admitted to the soclety
formed last MIl by the sculptors of New
York ls Theodora Ruggles Kltson. Bhe ls only
24 years ol and has had the most success-
ful carger for hor age of any woman who has
undertaken that branch of the art. She began
hor studles at the age of 16 in the stidio of
Mr. B, H, Kitson, whom she married last
your Boversl of bher statues were at the
World's lalr.

BISHOP'S PASTORAL LETTER

—_—

Oatholio Paronts 8hould Insist that Their
Ohildren HT‘@] Oatholio Education,

DISCUSSION OF THE SCHOOL QUESTION

Catholle Saloon Keepers HRepudiated nnd
Urged to Tomperance and Obedionce
~Bnernment of Matrimony—Conn=
Hel ne to Ubsorving of Lent.

Bistiop Sc¢annell has eddrovsed n pastoral

lettor to the olergy and laity of the diccers
of Omaha, In which he discusses at length
some of the mattors which he considers
most Important to thelr spiritual welfare.
The letter will be read at mass In all the
Catholie churches todwy, ‘and Its contenis
will be of the grentest interest to the mem-
bership,

Tho fArst subjoct ponsidersd by the bishop
In that of “Chrintian Rdheation,' to which
he devotes a copsiderable portion of the
epistle. He Invitos attontion to the fact that
during the past yenr the subjoct of education
such as the church approves and commends
hns  commanded widesproad attention. He
says: "It hds been Aiseussed with much
eatrnestness of those who favor (L as well as
by those who oppose It. And the chief iknd
Mokt vidlunble it of thin prolonged and
animoted disonssion has been o make manl-
fost, In the most unmistakable manner, tht
the Cathollea of the United States, without
distinetion of racy or class, aro decldedly
In favor of providigg for Catholic ehildron
an sducation that will he truly Cheistian and
Oatholie, Because of this atiltude, however,
n chirge Is hrought agninst us that Is al-
together unfoundod, and a lHitle reflection
will show It to be so, Catholies wre acoused
of Hostility to' the publle school system.
On the contrary they reandlly avall them-
selves of the public gwohools whenover thoy
are unable to provide anything better. No
douht cases have ocourred in which Catholics
complained, and complpined Justly, of unfair
treatment, when under the pretense of
teaching a common COhristianlty or Christinn
morality the public gehool hia been made
the scene of u buld sectarianism most offen-
glve to Calholle énps, It I8 to be hoped,
however, that such ocourrences are “bogom-
ing daily more rare, and that the day I8
near at hand when the public schools
everywheroe will bo, nu they ought to be,
truly mnon-sectarian, wso  that children of
avary religlon may attend them withoyt
foar of having their religion insulted or
thelr consclences outraged.”

NOT THE BREST SYSTEM.

In the bishop's opinfon, however, it is one
thing to say that Catholles are not hostile
to the public schools nnd quite another to
sy that they approve of the public school
system as the best means of education for
Christian chilldren. “While It may be the
best common system attulpable under the
clreumstances for a mixed population such
a8 ours, no Catholic bhelieves that it can lm-
part all necded Instructlon and training to
children who are the heirs of heaveén, and
whose paramount duty In this lfe s to
know and serve God."

The fact I8 noted that this opinion s no
longer confined to the Catholle chureh., A
Jhristlan edacation has for It main object
to elevate, purify and sanctify the heart of
man, to teach obsilience to divine and human
law, to Inculeate justice and charity in his
dealing with his [ellow men, and Christian
resignation In times of adversity. All this,
Indesd, s almed ot by every system of edu-
cution, Christian ‘and otherwise, but both
reason and expericrice plainly demonstrate
that only that syvstem which I8 founded on
and guided by the principles and doctrines
of revealed religion {8 truly eflleacious In
accomplishing  this  result. This fact is
made the more manifest by the influence
which anarchistic and other wild and dan- -
gerous doctrines are galning over the minds
of 80 many men who cannot be called |g-
norant, They are men who know nothing
of Go! and of map's accountability to Him,
or who, If they onece posseased this knowl-
edge, allowed 1t to- 'be elfaced by moral
delinquencies* AUREEH

AMERICAN SENTIMENT RIGHT.

After ealling attention to the evils that
had resulted from the efforts of BEuropean
governments to destroy the Influence of the
church by disconraging the teaching of re-
liglon in the publie schools the bishop ex-
presses hils gratification at finding that the
Catholics of the United States have been so
unwavering In their support of Christlan
education. The Catholics of the diocese of
Omaha had during the past year given
striking proofs of their determination to
provide and support Catholic schools. He
conoludes this part of the letter by urging
all parents to send thelr children to Catholle
schools and exhorting all Catholles to per-
novere In the work of providing such schools
until all the Catholle children of the diocese
shall have within thelr reach the blessings
of a truly Christian edugation.

Bome attentlon {8 devoted to “matrimony,"
in which both the contract and the sacra-
mont are considersd essentinls,  Its three
charpoteristics are unity, sanctity and in-
dissolubility, and these are necessary for
the well boing of the Christlan family.
I'rom the snered character of matrimony anid
the momentous consequences for good or
evil thot must result from i, It was obvious
that no one should cnter into It without
caraful preparation. A person should on no
aceount choose a lfe-partner whose rellglous
nnd moral character was not nbove susplcion,
Young people should consult thelr parents
and thelr spiritual difector befora taking
such a step. A short retreat at home or In
a religlous house wns commendable as a
means of preparation for the sacred oc-
onsion.

CBEVILS OF INTEMPERANCE,

Tho eplstle nlgo Includes n warning to the
church In regard (o intemperance, The
writer contends that nearly all the seandals
that amict religlon amd bring diseredit on
the Christinn name, nearly all the murders
and other crimes that are committed in our
midst, and much of the pauperism that pre-
valls may be dircotly traced to this evil
There hag been n great change in publie
oplnidn in the past few years, The drunkard
was no longer ragarded a8 & man with an
amiahle wenkness, but as a digreputable
character. Leglstation bhas tried to (deal
with the ovil with but Indiferent success,
The true remedy was to be found In moral
and religious influences.

The fnet was noted that some of the
proprietors of low resorts wers nominal
Ccatholies, and posed as politicians and men

of local influence. But thelr rollglon and
thelr politica were only used as a decoy
to attract customers, Impoverish families
apd  to  destroy wmonls.  Catholles  were
urged to have ax lttle ns possible to de with
these people and te bring to bear a
nealthy public*%pinton  that  would  ulti-

mately compel them' ta give up thelr nefar-
loun business, tatin

The letter I8 conclwled by a fervent ap-
peal to the church Ag enter upon the ap-
proaching season of Lont with a firm doter-
mination to spend. it preofitably and to let
the bodily penances Le but the outward ox-
presaion of the intefidr sorrow which comoes
trom the hoeart and'which s always neces-
sary In order to obtain pardon for sin.

—plf——
Nothing Is put in®Ceok’s Extra Dry lmpe-
rigl Chinmpagne Lo pke it ferment, the of-
forvescence Is paturp) g its boquet unequalled,

il —_—
RELIGIOUS,
T I

The popo will showsly publish o jubilee on.
eyelleal, which wiliohd, o politweal, religious
nnd socinl testament. .,

Among the men peeently ordained to the
minlstry by HBishog, ‘Lutker of Uganda are
two chiefs who goveru great provinces in
that country.

Acoording to a recent report thero are
485634 Loy preachers (n England ' in connee-
tion with the Baptists and vielous bravches
of Methoidista,

Ray. Deborah IKnox, whose pastoral work
extenas over RRhodo Isinnd and Conaecticut,
claims to be o descendant of John Kuox, the
Scotoh reformer, & o4

1t Is estimatod that there nre phous 100,000
nogro Catholwes in the Unlted States, with
31 slsterbooas teaching in 108 schools over
8,00 negro children,

Chioago bas 680 charches of all denomina
tions, Of these the Methodists have 105
churches and missions, the Romun Catholles
101, the Cougregationalinis 84, the Haptists
72, tho Lutherans 64, tho Presbyterians b,
the Episcopualians 44,

A Sunday school |1|‘-M‘s"3ii-ltl numbering
ovar 30,000 ¢hildron, all either of Hindoo or

Moslem parents, recently marched In Luck
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now, tho sceno of the awful Sopoy mossacre
in 1857. Imia has cieht Christian ¢olle pes
and 20,000 schiools and 3,000,000 pupils,

Bishop 1. 8. Foster of the Methodist
church has Just returned to Americd from
a teip nmong the conferendes of, Chinn nnd
Jupan,  He started on the teip lnst May and
since thut time has troveled J3,000 miles,
without the slighteat mishap.

Rev. 12, Jnnse has just completed for the
British and Foreign Bible society o weiansla-
tion of tha old and now testaments o Javas
neso,  He has lived forty-one yoars in Jiuvi
wnd Is suid to be the best Javaneso scholar
now living,

et
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The Pennsylvanin Steel company ot Har-
risburg has recelved suffelent orders to add
1,900 men o its present working furce of
1100,
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